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THE PLAG'UE.
PROFESSOR Roux's SERUM.

DR. V. E. NAZARETH, medical officer in charge of the Seth
Vishindass Hospital, reports on the results of the experiments
with Professor Roux's serum in the treatment of plague
patients at the Karachi Piague Hospital. The experiments
were somewhat limited in their nature owing to the small
quantity of serum obtainable, the supply being only sufficient
for the treatmentof eight patients per week. The conclusions
necessarily are far from decisive, though, according to Dr.
Nazareth, the treatment is encouraging, and worthy of further
trial.
From May gth to June 6th (the period during which the

serum and ordinary treatment were tried) 122 cases were
treated in hospital, and the death-rate was 63.9 per cent.; 47
-of the 122 were treated solely by injections of serum, and 25
recovered, giving a mortality percentage of 46.8.
The serum appears to be able to bear the ordinary tempera-

ture of tropical countries, and has no antiseptic substance
added to it. There is no violent reaction after its injection,
and under its influence, in favourable cases, the fever abates
in a few hours, and in most cases the inflammation and pain
-of the glands subside with rapidity. The amount of serum
used by Dr. Simonds, director of the Pasteur Institute of
Saigon, who carried on the experiments, was, for an adult,
4o c.cm. for the first injection, 40 c.cm. for the second, which
would be made 12 or 24 hours after the first; and a similar
dose for the third injection. If, after the third injection, no
appreciable improvement took place the treatment was aban-
doned. Failures occurred, particularly in cases of plague
pneumonia, where the curative effect of the serum is stated to
be almost nil.
No attempt appears to have been made to treat the cases as

they were brought into hospital, irrespective of the length of
time of the infection. On the contrary only recently-infected
cases were treated. This fact, together with the compara-
tively few cases subjected to the serum treatment, materially
detracts from the value of the experiment. In fairness it
maust, however, be noted that some remarkably severe cases
are quoted in which the serum treatment was rapidly fol-
lowed by most excellent results. For instance the two follow-
ing cases may be mentioned out of 12 the notes of which are
given in the report.
Cases Nos. 337 and 338.-Father and son. These two cases were very re-

'narkable as evidencing the rapid effect of the serum treatment. They
arrived on the evening of the i8th; the father who was conscious would
not permit any treatment. No. 338, being unconscious, was, at Dr.
Nazareth's request, injected with serum; his temperature was then
ff03.40 F. It fell to 100.40 F. next day, and after the second injection he
sat up in bed apparently quite well. His temperature fell to 990 on the
22nd, and he was practically perfectly cured. His father, No. 337, in the
meantime gradually grew worse, and on the evening of the 22nd was
almost moribund. Although it appeared too late to inject him, his son's
earnest pleadings persuaded Dr. Simonds to inject him the same evening,
and the improvement next morning was so marked that a second injection
was tried, and later the patient was declared out of danger.

INDIA.
From all parts of India accounts reach us that, with the exception of

Kolar, the virulence of plague is subsiding. In Bombay, during the
,second week of April, the mortality from plague fell from 892 during the
first week to 654. This leaves a daily death-rate of well-nigh IOO per day,
so that, although the death-rate is relatively less, plague must still be said
to prevail in an epidemic form. In the Bombay Presidency the total re-
ported deaths numbered just under I,ooo for the second week in April.
n Cutch MaDdvie, which has suffered so severely in the past, plague
seems to be actually increasing in spite of the high temperature prevail-
ing, and in Karachi a similar state of things exists. Much is expected
in the way of benefit when the rains set in, and, as the rainy season is due
within a few weeks, it is to be hoped the anticipated improvement will
accrue. In Calcutta, up to April z5th, the disease showed signs of
increasing, as many as 15 deaths occurring on that date. Since then we
learn by telegram that the outbreak is subsiding. It is interesting to read
in the Calcutta returns that so many cases of " true or suspected" plague
shave occurred. The Calcutta authorities have so long claimed an
immunity from plague that they still seek to cover the outbreak
by announcing cases as merely "suspected." This is the only place
in the world where at the present moment such a return is made, and it
may be ascribed to one of two circumstances-either a specially careful
supervision of the returns, or a blind attempt to hide the prevalence of
the disease. One naturally asks Why this difficulty of diagnosis in Cal-
cutta ? The difficulty has existed for two years, and it seems beyond the
powers of the microscope or bacteriology to remove it.
Darbunga. a district some 250 mniles north-west from Calcutta, Lord G.

'Hamilton stated in the House of Commons to be affected by plague. This
is a most important announcement, as it proves that plague is spreading
far and wide in Bengal, and approaching the great pilgrim centre of
Benares. A curious feature of the report is that for the fortnight ending
April 3rd 42 deaths from plague had occurred at Darbunga, whereas for

the fortnight ending April 24th only x plague death is recorded. Withal
it would seem that in Bengal plague has not attained a hold in the same
way as in the Bombay Presidency, but the fact that it is more or less
sporadic should not blind the autlhorities to its presence.
The Government of India have imposed new and stringent regulations

regarding the inspection and disinfection of native passengers and
crews leaving Calcutta. The new rules will bring the port of Calcutta
more directly in line with the requirements of the Venice Convention.
Unider the regulations the clothing and bedding of all deck passengers
and of the native crews will have to be disinfected on shore within the
limits of the port before embarkation. This will entail delay and con-
siderable expense upon the seaborne traffic, but even in view of trouble
from the natives the step is a necessary one if Calcutta is to carry on trade
with other ports in the Ilndian ocean.

HONe KONG.
During the past week 28 new cases and 3r deaths from plague occurred

within the precincts of the colony of Hong Kong.

BULGARIA.
It is significant of the spread of plague that the Bulgarian authorities,

in consequence of the presence of plague in Arabia, have adopted stringent
sanitary measures against the possible inLtroduction of the plague through
Turkey from the return of the pilgrims from Mecca.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.
THE quarterly Comitia was held on April 27th, Dr. W. S.
CHURCH, President, in the chair.
Members.-The following gentlemen were admitted to the

Membership, namely, P. S. Hichens, M.B., A. L. Ormerod,
M.B., and G. Thornton, M.D.
Licentiates.-The College Licence was granted to i6 gentle-

men, of whom 68 came under the regulations of I892 (involving
the five years' curriculum), and 2 presented themselves under
the old regulations of I884.

Gift by the late Dr. Hare.-A communication was read from
the late Dr. Hare, expressing a desire to present the College
with a gold angel piece of the time of Charles II., given to
persons touched by the King for the king's evil. Since his
death his widow had fulfilled his wish by presenting the coin
to the College. A cordial vote of thanks was passed to her.

Election of Fellows.-The following Members were, on the
nomination of the Council, elected Fellows: W. V. Snow,
M.D.Lond., H. Handford, M.D.Edin., H. R. Spencer,
M.D.Lond., W. J. Hadley, M.D.Durh., C. Ogle, M.B.Oxon.,
W. H. R. Rivers, M.D.Lond., W. J. R. Simpson. M.D.Aberd.,
P. Horton-Smith, M.D.Oamb., S. A. M. Copeman, M.D.Camb.,
and A. Ransome, M.D.Camb.
Report of Committee of Management.-A report from the

Committee of Management was adopted. The chief points in
it were the recognition of the Royal University of Ireland as
one of the universities whose students are entitled to exemp-
tion from the First and Second Examinations of the Board,
the recognition of the Birmingham and Midland Eye Hospital,
and the recognition of the course of laboratory instruction in
Public Health at the Middlesex Hospital School of Medicine.

The Laboratories.-Reports from the Laboratories Committee
were adopted, the first notifying the resignation of Dr. Sims
Woodhead, and expressing the regret of the Committee
thereat as well as thanking him for his valuable services, the
second recommending the appointment of Dr. Grigor Brodie
as his successor.

The Midwives Bill.-The report of the Midwives Bill Com-
mittee was adopted as follows:
Your Committee, having carefully considered the Draft Bill-" To pro-

mote the better training of women as midwives and to regulate their
practice "-referred to them by the College oni January 26tll, 1899, beg
leave to report as follows:

z. That the College be advised to affirm the general principle that it is
desirable, in the interests of the poor, to promote by statute the
examination and licensing of midwives.

2. That the College be advised to give its general approval to the Mid-
wives Bill, I899, withoiit expressing any opinion with regard to the
clause making penal the unlicensed practice of midwifery, and
reserving to itself the right of criticising the details of the Bill, and
making any representations it thinks fit at the proper time and in
the proper place.

Report of Finance Committee.-The quarterly report of the
Finance Committee was received and adopted, and the thanks
of the College were voted to the donors of books during the
past quarter.
Communications were received from the Secretary of the

Royal College of Surgeons, the Mayor of Blackpool, and the
British Balneological and Climatological Society.


